








The first record of any settlers on Ramrod 
Key is found in the 1870 census. In that 
year the Key boasted of three families. 
Benjamin and Charlotte Saunders, Richard 
curry, both born jn the Bahamas, also a John 
Saunders, a seaman from the Bahamas. 

From 1870 on the government land in the 
Keys was sold to individuals under the 
Homestead Act. 

The earliest Post Office in the area was 
on Big Pine Key and the second was on Ramrod 
in 1938. It was located just west of what is 
now the water Authority Pumping Station. 
This Post Office was run by Mr. & Mrs. 
Oliveras who had a small general store. The 
mail was usually picked up by a railroad 
train passing by and hooking on to a 
suspended mail pouch at the Post Office 
location. 

Ramrod was settled by a Mr. Daley on the 
Niles Channel side. 

Mr. Richard Jaffe of New York was the man 
responsible for developing the area now known 
as the Breezeswept Beach Estates. The land 
was entirely covered by mangroves and the 
work involved in building up the area 
consisted of cutting the canal perimeters 
with an edging machine, then dynamiting the 
canals and finally dredging to provide fill 
for building lots and roads. Some of the 
workers were paid for their overtime not in 
cash but by receiving parcels of land in the 
subdivision. 

On Breezeswept Beach estates the canals 
are generally shallow which shows that less 
fill was needed. In other areas on other 
Keys deep canals were dug to obtain the fil1 
needed to raise the level necessary for 
building. This should be assuring to u:s 
because the foundation of our homes and roao� 
were built on a more solid base. 

The far south eastern end of West Indlen 
drive, Antigua Lane and Motel area were thP 
first developed areas of Breezeswept Beach 
Estates. 

ln the early days of mosquito controJ 1'l1t• 
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children of Ramrod Key would worry the pilot 
of the plane by bombarding the plane with 
rocks. Mr. Brady the pilot ls probably the 
only person who ever had to tell children to 
stop throwing rocks at his plane. 

Rattlesnakes were prevalent on Ramrod Key 
in the sixties and were eliminated by Louis 
Lowe along with members of the Fire Brigade 
by burning off numerous lots and shooting the 
snakes that fled the burning area. 

During the time of the filming of the film 
"PT 109" Ramrod Key was the hub of all the 
activity. The movie was filmed mainly on 
Little Palm Island, formerly called Munson 
Island and also Sheriffs Island. 

During the filming of the movie a man from 
Ramrod Key, Pete Johnson, actually piloted 
the PT Boat and disappeared when close up's 
of Cliff Robertson the actor who portrayed 
Jack Kennedy called for his appearance. 

Mr. Spottswood a landowner of Ramrod Key 
Was involved in raising and releasing turtles 
during the same period. 

Grateful acknowledgements to the following 
"Yesterdays Florida Keys" authored by Stan 
Wood and Wright Langley; "The Florida Keys 
and the Coral Reef" by Oliver Griswold; John 
Viele of Cudjoe Key; and Catherine Lyton, 
(Mrs. Gene Lyton) of Summerland Key a lot of 
whose information came from her mother 
Francelia Roberts Dorn who is the last 
surviving Homesteader. 
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